
Podcast Theology: Dispensationalism
2Tirr,..2:15

Intoduction: Theolog5r ('God-talk') has nevet been mote ptesent in out populat ot political discoutse
than it is today. The Bible is the sole authority for theology. Good God-talk gives the dght opinion of God
and leads people to the ttth. Mistakes in God-talk leads to misconceptions about God and leads people to
ertot. As the pill"t and gtound of the tuth (1 Tim. 3:15), believets must anchot their theology to the truith
of God's r07otd.

'We beliere that the ScriPt rer i ter?rcted in tbeir natural, literal senw nwal diuinefi futemined d;$e sations or rubs oJ ffq
which defne nan's nEontibililies in snestive ages. Theu diEensations an not way of salualion, bul rather an diuinell
ordend stewardships fo whicb Cod dincts mar according to His purpose. Thne of xse diEensalions-the law, the cbtrch, and
the kirgdon-an tbe subjua oJ drtailed rcaelation in Sniptun "Wonh Baptist Church Satement of Faith

1. Defining Dispensationalism

"Dispensationalism is a method of biblical intelpretation that adopts a literal-historical-grammattcal
approach to studying the Bible, rccognlzing the differences of God's administration of various
periods of Biblical history, and emphasizirg , clear distinction between Israel and the church."
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Dispensationalism is a method of biblical

...that adopts a literal-historical-grammatical approach to studying the Bible...

o "Literal" means the or ordinary meaning of the text.

o "Historical" means that we seek the author's original intent to the original audience.

o "Grammatacal" meafls that we look to the plain meaning of the

their relationship to each other for their meaning.
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...tecognizing the differences of God's administration of vadous petiods of Biblical

history...

o Dispensa tion means " " of "fules of the house."

o As we study Scriptures, we see different "ru1es" or "administrative practices" in

different pedods of history.

o tMhile there has always been way of salvation, God administers

the church and Israel differently.

...emphasizing L clear distinction between Israel and the chutch.

2. Defending Dispensationalism

. A Biblical Cdtique (Gal. 3:16,26-29) (Gal. 6:16) Bo-. 9-11)
o A Histodcal Cdtique

o



'There will be a certain period of a thousandlears after the resurection-from the dead, when the kingdom of Chnst
must be set up in a material orderon this earth... all the animals,feedingonll on theproduce of the earth, shall liue

in peaceful harmoryt together, and in pet'ect subjection to man." Papias (c. 60-130 AD)

"But I and others, wbo are right-minded Chistians on allpoints, Are assured that there will be a resurection of the

dead, and a thousandlears in Jerusalem, which will then be built, adorued, and enlarged, bt| the prophet: ETgkiel
and Isaiah and others drclare." Justin Martyr (c. 100-165 AD)

'God will gather together in one the ditpersed of Israel, and will also bring back to their own land the remnant of
Judah. "Irenaeus (c. 130-202 AD)

"If there be arlything clear and plain, the literal sense and meaning of this passage [Eqgkiel 37J-a meaning not to
be spirind or spiitualiqed awEr-must be euident that botb the two and the ten tibes of Israel are to be nstored to

their own land, and that a king is to rale oaer them."Charles Spurgeon

3. Applying Dispensationalism

o God's people can understand God's Word (Deut. 30:11-14) (2 Tim. 3:15-17).
o God is faithful to keep the specifics of His promises, even to faithless people.

Origin
Israel

Called out through Abraham (Gen

3); formed as a nation at Sinai

By natural / physical birth

The Church
irpo*"red at Pentecoit (A&s 2); a " mystery"
hidden in the Old Testament (Eph. 3:'l-6)
By supernatural / spiritual birth - faith in Christ
alone

Heavenly citizenship, worldwide gospel witness,
local assemblies of believers

Spiritual blessings in Christ (Eph .1-2);
participates in some covenant blessings but
does not inherit lsrael's national/land promises

Receives spiritual blessings through Christ (the

true Seed); does not replace or cancel lsrael's

national covenants

Active during this parenthesis age of grace; the
main focus of God's program today
Caught up in the Rapture before the Tribulation;
returns with Christ to co-reign in the Millennium;
eternal home in the new heavens and new earth

Heavenly inheritance now; earthly co-reign with
Christ in the future kingdom
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Covenants

Current Status

Future Destiny

Destiny
Summary

Earthly kingdom, promised land, Davidic
throne, national identity
Unconditional: everlasting land (Gen.

15:18), eternal throne (2 Sam.7:12-16),
national New Covenant (Jer. 31 :31-34;

Ezek. 36-37)
Dlrect recipient of the Abrahamic,
Davidic, and New Covenants

Partially hardened (Rom. 11:25); still
beloved and God's chosen people
Regathered, nationally saved, restored
to the land, and will reign with Christ in
the Millennium (Zech. 14; Rom. 11.26;

Rev.20)

Earthly inheritance - literal kingdom
centered in Jerusalem


